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T o r a h  S t u d y
Pa r s h at  N a s o 

Beyond Lucky.
Beyond Lucky

It’s Up to You!
“I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every possession, a duty.”

—JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, JR. (1874-1960), AMERICAN PHILANTHROPIST
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1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

Restoring Faith
“With faith, there are no questions; without faith there are no answers.”

—THE CHOFETZ CHAIM BY RABBI YISRAEL MEIR KAGAN
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Say You’re Sorry
“For transgressions against God, the Day of Atonement [Yom Kippur] atones; for transgressions against other 

human beings, the Day of Atonement does not atone, until one has made peace with them.”
—FROM THE TALMUD
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A Blessing on Your Head
“We are all born to be a blessing.”

—DR. RACHEL NAOMI REMEN, PHYSICIAN, AUTHOR, SPIRITUAL HEALER
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Everything Depends on . . .
“Customs are more powerful than laws.”

—FROM THE TALMUD
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A c t i v i t i e s

Saying ‘Thank you!’ 

Treats for Local Helpers

Gift Cards for Local Helpers

Thank You Cards and Letters

A Thank You Shabbat Service

Support Our Troops

Support the Israeli Defense Force (IDF)
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Do Your Research

My Hero!

Jews in Sports

Sarah Aronson holds an MFA in Writing for Children and Young Adults from Vermont 
College of Fine Arts. Beyond Lucky is her second book for young readers. Her first young adult 
novel, Head Case (Roaring Brook Press, 2007), was named an ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant 
Readers. When she’s not writing or teaching writing courses, Sarah enjoys watching sports, 
riding her bike, cooking spicy food, and drinking good coffee. Like Ari Fish, she is a little bit 
superstitious. Sarah lives with her family in Hanover, New Hampshire. For more information 
about her life and work, visit her website: www.saraharonson.com. 

The activities in this guide were created by Kathy Bloomfield, founder and president of 
forwordsbooks, a national Jewish book fair and catalog sales business, founding book club editor 
of BabagaNewz Magazine, and a past member of the Association of Jewish Libraries’ Sydney 
Taylor Book Award committee. Kathy has always had a passion for children’s literature, especially 
Jewish children’s literature and secular books with Jewish values content. She currently works 
as an elementary school instructional library assistant, writes a book column for the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies’ Family Connections newsletter, and reviews books and writes at her 
website www.forwordsbooks.com. She lives in Wellesley, Massachusetts.



M y  # 1  H e r o

Full name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Nickname: ________________________________________________________________________________

Group/Team/Squad/Crew/Company:__________________________________________________________

Position/Job/Title:__________________________________________________________________________

Number (if on a team): ______________________________________________________________________

Home (city and state): _____________________________________________________________________

Date of birth: ______________________________________________________________________________

Why is this person your hero?: ______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

What makes this person unique, one-of-a-kind, irreplaceable? __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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